Blog posts
Arts One, Hendricks seminar, 2016-2017
Everyone will need to set up a blog site, either on the UBC Blogs system or somewhere else, and your
posts will be collected to our seminar site (http://a1hendricks.arts.ubc.ca) as well as to a site that collects
all Arts One blog posts: http://artsone-open.arts.ubc.ca.
Instructions for how to set up a blog on the UBC Blogs system are on our website, under “course
materials” and “blog instructions”: http://a1hendricks.arts.ubc.ca/ If you’re having any trouble with
anything about setting up a blog, just send me an email: c.hendricks@ubc.ca
There are options for being public, staying private, or being anonymous, though:
•
•
•

You can make all your blog posts public, with your real name, or
You can make your posts public but with a pseudonym, or
You can use a password on your posts that the class knows, so only people from the class can see
them (if you’d like to do this, please let me know so I can set up a password to share with
everyone), or

Please talk to me if you’d like to do one of the last two options, because it’s a little complicated and it
will be easier if I walk you through the steps! If you are very concerned about writing things that others
could see, even just those in the class, please talk to me as well and we’ll see what we can work out.
Here’s what you’ll need to after you set up your site.
1. First off, please write a first blog post that just introduces yourself
This is partly to help us get to know each other, and partly for technical reasons: I’m going to be
collecting all the blog posts onto our course site, and to do that I first need to have everyone have at
least one post on their site.
You can talk about where you’re from, or what drew you to Arts One, or what you’re excited to
read, or anything else you’d like to share to help us get to know one another!
2. After writing your first blog post, send the URL of your blog to Christina: c.hendricks@ubc.ca
-- also do this as soon as you can! (just go to the address bar at the top of the webpage when you’re
at your blog, and copy that)
I need this so I can put all of your blogs into an aggregator at our course site, as noted above. What
this means is that all the blog posts will show up on that site in one place, which makes it easier to
read them and comment on them!
3. You need to write at least 4 posts in term 1, and 5 in term 2
Your introduction post (above) counts as one of these, so you just need to do three more for Term 1
(then 5 in Term 2)

Two of these (one in Term 1) will be for your presentations, and then the rest can be on
books/films/other works of your choice—ideally focused on what we’re reading/viewing for the
course, though maybe you could do one on something related to what we’re reading/viewing.
a. Blog post due dates/times:
•

•

When you have a presentation, you must have your blog post done before class on your
presentation date. That way you can use it to organize your thoughts for your presentation,
and it’s ready for after class in case people want to make further comments on what you said,
on the post itself.
Otherwise, if it’s a post not about a presentation, be sure to have it done at the latest before
class on Fridays of the weeks we’re talking about the text you’re writing about. It would be
better if they were done earlier so I could talk about one or more of them in seminar!

b. The idea with these posts is to give you a chance to reflect on something in the readings or films,
give comments as to what you think, ask questions, criticize, etc. You can raise things that you’d
like to discuss in seminar, perhaps, or just something that struck you as interesting in the text.
Doing a blog post is a way to organize your thoughts about a reading, to take notes, in a sense, on
what you found most interesting or puzzling, or to ask things that I or others might be able to
answer.
c. This is informal writing—you don’t need to have a thesis or solid argumentation, though it would
help all of us reading your posts if you make your thoughts as clear as possible. You should, as
much as possible, provide references to the texts or films or other works you discuss, so that
readers of your posts can go back to the works and find what you are talking about.
4. Please give your blog post a tag that is the last name of the author for that week. If there is more
than one author, then give both authors’ last names as tags. Same if you talk about more than
one author in your post, even if all are not assigned for that week.
So, for example, if I’m writing a blog post that talks about both Plato and Sophocles, then I’d give it
the tags “Plato” and “Sophocles.” This is because it will make it easier to find blog posts about
particular texts and authors if they are all tagged with the authors’ names.
How to add tags is in the second video I made about starting your blog, on our site
(http://a1hendricks.arts.ubc.ca), under “course materials,” then “blog instructions.”
Short version: the “tags” area is on the right menu when you’re writing a post.
5. Reading and commenting on others’ posts
I will be reading all the blog posts, and commenting on most (depending on how many there are
each week, I may or may not have time to comment on them all). It’s part of your job as a member
of our seminar to read and comment on some posts as well. Do your best to read all posts, and
comment on at least one each week. Just get into the habit of checking the seminar site towards the
end of each week. This way, we have a chance to discuss ideas, questions, criticisms that we don’t
have time to get to in class.
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Consider: good comments are more than simply saying something like “good post!” Good
comments say something about why you think the person is saying something good, or raise a
question, or even raise a possible objection. Just as in class, be respectful of others’ views; feel free
to disagree, but do so in a respectful and kind way, just as you would/should in person!
Be sure to click the checkbox on the comment page that says something like “email me if there is a
reply,” so then you’ll get an email if the blog author (or anyone else) responds.
If you receive a comment on your blog, do respond—since the person took the time to leave a
comment, it’s polite to take the time to reply, and it also can be the start of an interesting
conversation. But if you were the one commenting and got a reply, at that point you can choose
whether or not to respond back; if you started the conversation, the generally accepted practice in the
blogging world, I think, is that it’s up to you to decide if you want to continue it. Still, if the blogger
asked you a question in his/her reply to your comment, it’s polite to go back and answer.
6. Marking blog posts
The blog posts will be marked as (+) adequate, (-) not entirely adequate, (0) not completed. You’ll get a
(+) if you do all of the following:
•
•
•
•

Submit on time (see due dates/times, above)
Write at least 250-300 words
Reflect on the text, film or other work for that week (though you can also talk about another text
too!); once or twice you could write a blog post on something else related to the texts we’re
discussing, but talk about how it’s related
Include page numbers or section numbers for specific things you’re talking about in the works,
so we can all find those things later
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